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vandrum fort and palace, which he made his principal
residence. He was succeeded "by twenty-two princes, of
whom little besides the names and dates is recorded. Their*
rule occupied a period of 350 years. They were continually
engaged in contending with the " Eight Chiefs," and had
therefore little time to enter upon schemes of foreign
conquest.

In 1C84: Ravi Vurmah Rajah ascended the throne, after
having escaped many dangers and enemies during his
minority. Much of his long reign of thirty-four years was
occupied in attempts to cjiiell the turbulent spirit of his feu-
datories, some of whom, being unable to subdue, he trea-
cherously assassinated in the temple at Trevandrum. The
reigns of his two immediate successors, Unni Kerala Yurmah
and Rania Vurmah, were but brief, extending to six and
five years respectively.

The next rajah, Vimjee Martanda Yunnan, was amongst
the most successful in the subjection of his neighbours and
severe in the government of his people. He received into
his employment a Flemish military adventurer named
D'Lannoy, and set himself to establish the power and extend
the boundaries of his kingdom. The fortifications, garrisons,
and arsenals at Trevandrum and other places were largely
strengthened and increased, and the troops carefully disci-
plined. Additional customs duties were levied; a poll tax on
the Shanars, a tax on the nets of the fishermen, and other
rates, were imposed to defray the increased expense of the
military establishment. During the lengthened reign of this
prince, Kayankollam, Tekkankur, Yaclakkankur, Changa-
nacheri, and other inferior states were subdued and annexed,
notwithstanding the efforts of the Dutch at Cochin to restrain
the advance or curtail tfe rising power of Travancore.

In the early part of this reign a contention arose between
the Rajah and his sons on the subject of the succession to